It's been quite a ride. Seven years of editing Public Health Reports has been the best job I ever had or, for that matter, could ever dream of having. I have met and worked with wonderful people. People with the rare quality of being both intellectually driven while simultaneously true human beings. The work has been meaningful. Even when the pressure of looming deadlines was unimaginably high, it was welcome because there was a good chance that what was about to be published would be helpful to someone, somewhere-and sometimes to thousands or even millions of people everywhere. It is a rare privilege to be part of something like that. But nothing lasts forever, I suppose. This will be the last Message from the Editor that will be penned by me. January 1st will be the first day of my retirement.
Friends and coworkers have expressed concern for me. They ask me, "What are you going to do?", "How will you fill your time?" Some offers have even been made. But I just assure them all that I anticipate no problem with the transition. I have been working hard for a long time, and the parts of my life that mercifully have been patiently waiting are now going to get their due. Unfinished projects that have taken a back seat have not disappeared. I have more than 30 years of pent-up chores that alone would probably take me through to my natural end. My house is overflowing with purchased but unread books and journals, unused woodworking tools and plans, and there is the family farm that has awaited the attention it deserves. More than anything else, I'm looking forward to having the time to be a good father, husband, and community member. So do not be concerned for me: some people were born to be retired. Still, I would be less than truthful if I were to say I am leaving without some regrets and concerns for the Journal.
My regrets include that I was not particularly successful at addressing all of the subjects that I consider significant but underappreciated threats to public health. I have not been even a little successful at getting people to write on the vast difference between health care and medical care and how that confusion is very damaging to the debate, fettering the ultimate resolution of certain pressing public health problems. I have not been able to encourage writers to address the problems of population growth. I have not gotten anyone to write about the fundamental structural problems of the Public Health Service so that it might become more effective. Nor have I managed to spur a debate on the benefits and disadvantages of merging the positions of Assistant Secretary of Health and Surgeon General so that the nation's health is decoupled from the politics of the administration's party, and the nation's doctor has some authority to do the right thing. And although I have been absolutely diligent about not publishing articles that make use of buzz words, I have had little or no effect on the numbers of submitted manuscripts that still contain overused phrases like "paradigm shift," "connect the dots," "think outside the box," and a host of other anti-intellectual babble that serves to confuse rather than clarify. There is a sign in my office reminding me to "eschew obfuscation." Never was a more useful sentiment uttered.
Most of all, I regret that I never was able to encourage an article on the damage to children's health caused by commercial marketing to children. I am not just talking about the tobacco and spirits industry-we all agree on that already. I am talking about things that are established long before the legal age of maturitythe distortions to emotional and mental well-being that result from cultivated behavior of consumption and the habituations that are established that carry on for a lifetime. These are the behaviors that foster the appreciation of things rather than self in young adults. Besides, it is a fundamental unfairness for a group of professional adults schooled in the ways of marketing and who have honed their skills to surgical acuteness to aim at children with no defense.
Whereas my regrets are many, my concern for the future of the Journal is in large part assuaged by the fact that a friend with outstanding character has stepped up and agreed to be Acting Editor of PHR. Larry Reed is giving up his position at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, where he was the Deputy Director of a division that handles occupational surveillance, field studies, and hazard evaluations. Larry has been working alongside me since September, learning the myriad details that need attention so that the transition will be smooth and no journal contributor or reader will have to suffer a disruption because of the change. It is already clear that he has great respect for and belief in the work of the Journal. More importantly, he brings administrative and organizational skills that would have made this job a whole lot easier for me if I had possessed them. I am confident you will be happy with Larry.
Many of you have gotten to know and appreciate Julie Keefe, the Journal's longtime Production Manager and, truth be told, the backbone of this operation. Julie is still here, as is our fine design and layout contractor, Capitol Communication Systems Inc., and our Technical Editors, Jenny Reising and Jo Ellen Russ. Along with Larry, they will continue to try to make this grueling procedure of publishing the easiest for you that it can be. The names of those on the masthead, most of whom receive no compensation, remain on the job as well.
They have been selfless. Our Special Projects Editor, Marla Kahn, will continue to identify outstanding guest editors for new special topic issues and supplements. Finally, PHR still has a steadfast partner in the Association of Schools of Public Health. On second thought, I have no concerns for the Journal. You can reach Larry at Laurence.Reed@cchmc .org or at 513-636-0247. You can submit manuscripts to Larry at his e-mail address, or at manuscripts@ publichealthreports.org. Of course, you can still call us at 7774 Heatherglen Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45255 . And if you miss this notice, that's OK, too. My old e-mail address will remain active for quite some time.
So, for the last time in print (now on 30% recycled paper), I want to thank you for your support these past years and say farewell, nau-to twibaounme, ciao, joi gin, shalom, adiu, cheerio, au revoir, aufwiedersehen, aloha, salaam, puang toi, hagoonee, poka, adios-just a tiny sample of the languages spoken here at Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, which has been so gracious to me and the Journal by supplying office space, Internet access, and friendship in a first-class research, teaching, and clinical setting.
Robert Rinsky, PhD
It is a great pleasure and honor to be associated with Public Health Reports as the Acting Editor. I have great respect for the Journal and the impact that it has on the public health of the nation and the world. During my first month of experience in the office, I felt like a kid in a toy store or a candy shop-each new manuscript submission bringing a unique area of learning for me. I promise to work hard and to continue to build on the strengths of the Journal that Bob and his staff have certainly enhanced-a Journal that is clearly a leading world publication for public health researchers and practitioners. I look forward to working with you as we continue the longstanding tradition of Public Health Reports, the journal of the U.S. Public Health Service, the Surgeon General, and the nation's oldest journal of public health.
Laurence D. Reed, MS Captain, U.S. Public Health Service
